I                THE  COLLECTED  WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
iy be described as annapoorna^ which indicates ghee and  milk,
'untless numbers of the poor cannot afford ghee or milk, they
mot afford a drop of milk or a particle of ghee for their wheat
iel.   This situation is dreadful.  The only remedy for it is the
nning-wheel.   One  person   putting   in labour  worth a rupee
ikes no difference,   but  a town with  a population   of seven
msand earning   seven thousand   rupees   in  this  manner does
,ke a difference.   By working the spinning-wheel, some other
tues are automatically acquired* It is accompanied by simpli-
/,   sincerity   and regularity;   and   regularity   in   one   matter
ds to regularity in one's entire life,  just as,  if one angle of
crooked  square  is set right,  the  other angles automatically
ume their shape.    This is a law of geometry.   When one bit
work is done regularly,  all others become regular. You will
nember me too late if you do not take to the spinning-wheel
lay.   As soon as there lias been only a small downpour, you
mid raise the bunds and hold the water.   He who tries to do
when the water pours down in torrents cannot   stop it and
isequently faces the loss of water as well as the bunds. Now,
.ile   there   is  still time,   I would  ask  you   to  be  on your
ard and wake up.   Do not like a miserly bania calculate what
u, can get from the spinning-wheel, but think rather of the gain
will bring the nation. In a small village of the size of Tra-
j, people were astonished when the figures Were explained to
;m.  Kathiawar is not a fertile region.  Sticks and stones are all
it grow there.   Moreover, as the land is unproductive, people
around the village square and chat idly not for six but eight
>nths in the year while some would perhaps oven take opium,
explained to the people of Trapaj how they could easily save
o thousand rupees. The larger part of the expense on a seer of
tton  consists  of spinning, not weaving.    If you use your own
tton, clean it and spin it at home, the only expense would be
at of having it woven. And if this is all the cost that has to be
Burred, we could compete with the textile mills of the world.
>r textile mills have themselves to incur almost the same cost
, weaving as do handlooms.  The people of India understood
is and hence they were as accomplished in the use of the spin-
og-wheel as in cooking; with the disappearance of the wheel
) came to lead uaholy and godless lives and ceased to fear God.
you wish to have faith in God, to become pious,  to  protect
mr sisters' honour, then adopt the spinning-wheel.   In its Wake
ill fallow the awakening of the country, the unity of Hindus
country's poverty and the salvation